‘Get-Away Pilot’ Left Death Note 


By RICHARD BARR 
and CY EGAN 

World Journal Tribune Stuff 

New Orleans District At- 
torney Jim Garrison [hinted 
today ‘that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was not the actual assassin 
of President Kennedy. 

"1 have no reason to be* 


lieve that Lee Harvey Oswald 
killed anyone in Dallas,” 
Garrison said. "This is my 
personal feeling.” 

The prosecutor did not 
elaborate. 

His cryptic statement was 
made as the World Journal 
Tribune learned in telephone 


interviews the contents of an 
unsigned, undated note found 
in the apartment of David 
W. Ferric, 48, a key figure 
in Garrison's investigation to 
prove conspiracy in the assas- 
sination. 

The note, found on a din* 
ing room table of the dis- 


ordered ' second* froor apart- 
ment where Ferric, a pilot 
and self - described psychol- 
ogist and private detective, 
lay dead In bed, stated in 
part: 

"To leave this life Is, for 
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'Pilot 9 Left a Death 


Continued from Page One 

me a sweet prospect, r find 
nothing in It that is desirable, 
and on the other hand 
everything that is loathsome.” 

Despite the note— appar- 
ently in his own handwrit- 
ing— mystery deepened over 
the time and circumstances 
of the death of Ferric, who 
said Garrison had him 
* pegged as the get-away pilot 
in an elaborate plot to kill 
Kennedy.” 

While Garrison at first 
said he considered Ferries 
death a suicide, when pressed 
he added: 

"I am not ruling out 
murder. I'm not ruling out 
anything,” 

Garrison said "one cf the 


mysteries we don't under- 
stand” is the conflict over 
the time of Ferric 's death. 

Dr. Nicholas Chetta. the 
coroner, said death — ap- 
parently due to a massiv© 
brain hemorrhage — had to 
he before 4 am, yesterday 
because of the rigor mortis 
condition of the body, which 
was found nude with a sheet 
pulled up to the chest. But 
George Lardner, a reporter 
for the Washington Post, 
said he was in the apart- 
ment until that hour inter- 
riewing Ferrie. 

15 BOTTLES OF FILLS 

Chetta said that 15 bottles 
of various pills were found in 
Ferrie's apartment, , but none 
contained drugs other than 


those used for vascular dis- 
ease. 

The coroner said Ferrle 
suffered from high blood 
pressure and a congenital 
weakness in a blood vessel at 
the base of his brain, which 
ruptured causing the fatal 
hemorrhage. 

Ferria also was variously 
quoted as telling friends re- 
cently that he was afflicted 
with emphysema (a choking 
lung disease) or encephalitis 
(sleeping sickness.) 

Chetfca said. Ferric "had 
been under undue tension 
lately” and had voiced a de- 
sire to end his Ilf e to a male 
acquaintance two weeks ago. 
The coroner refused to di- 
vulge the name of the man. 

But Garrison said Ferric 
had expressed fear that his 
life was in danger and the 
prosecutor’s office had 
Planned to take him into 
custody early neat week. 

As Garrison expressed opta* 
mism that hte Investigation 
will eventually result in ar- 
rests and convictions despite 
Ferrie’s death, the World 
Journal Tribune learned that 
he had sought the assistance 
of the Harris County district 
attorney's office in Houston 
Tex. 

The Houston prosecutor. It 


Note 


was learned, advised Garri- 
son that three men had 
stayed In a Houston motel 
on Nov. 22, 1&S3, the day of 
the assassination, and had 
telephoned Dallas. 

Ferrie recently told news- 
men that he had flown to 
Texas on the same day with 
two other men to "hunt 
geese' and that he stopped in 
Houston. 

Ferric claimed he had 
never known Oswald, despite 
p report that the accused 
assassin had served under 
him in a New Orleans Civil 
Air Patrol squadron. 

Garrison said Ferris, who 
was questioned by the FBI 
■shortly after the assassina- 
tion. figured in 40 pages of 
Warren Commission material, 
but 36 of these are classified 
secret. 

'READY TO TALK’ 

The prosecutor said he be- 
lieved Ferrle had been "ready 
to talk candidly,” adding: 
"Now he's gone and it will 
be much harder to make the 




connections between certain 
people. But I’m sura well 
make them anyway.” 
Oswald’s mother, Margue- 
rite, said in Fort Worth, Tex. T 
that she was astounded that 
Ferris had never been, ques- 
tioned by the Warren Com- 


mission, which contended her 
son acted alone in the assas- 
sination, 

“I’m shocked and dismayed 
that another life may have 
been forfeited for lack of 
thorough investigation,” she 
said. 


